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Sure, here's a general lesson plan outline for teaching research skills to 8th graders:

I. Introduction to Research

● Define what research is and why it's important
● Discuss the types of research (qualitative, quantitative, etc.) and their differences
● Explain the basic components of research (research question, hypothesis, methodology, data

collection, analysis, and conclusion)

II. Identifying Research Topics

● Brainstorm potential research topics with the class
● Discuss how to narrow down and refine research topics
● Provide examples of good and bad research topics

III. Finding and Evaluating Sources

● Introduce different types of sources (books, articles, websites, etc.)
● Discuss how to find reliable and trustworthy sources
● Teach students how to evaluate sources for accuracy, bias, and credibility

IV. Note Taking and Organization

● Demonstrate how to take effective notes
● Discuss different note-taking methods (outlines, bullet points, etc.)
● Teach students how to organize their notes and keep track of sources

V. Writing a Research Paper

● Discuss the structure of a research paper (introduction, literature review, methodology,
results, discussion, conclusion)

● Review the basics of academic writing (grammar, citations, etc.)
● Provide examples of good and bad research papers



VI. Presenting Research

● Discuss different ways to present research (poster, PowerPoint, oral presentation, etc.)
● Teach students how to prepare and deliver an effective presentation
● Provide examples of good and bad presentations

VII. Conclusion

● Summarize the key points covered in the lesson
● Allow time for questions and review any areas that need further clarification

Of course, the specific lesson plan and activities may vary depending on the teacher's preferences

and the needs of the students.
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Title: Research Skills for 8th Graders

Objective: By the end of this unit, students will be able to effectively conduct research using

appropriate sources, evaluate the credibility of information, and properly cite their sources.

Materials:

1. Computers or tablets with internet access
2. Library resources (books, magazines, etc.)
3. Handouts on research skills, evaluation criteria, and citation formats



4. Sample research topics for in-class practice
5. Poster boards or presentation software for group projects
6. Rubric for evaluating research projects

Lesson Plan Outline:

Introduction to Research Skills (1 class period)
a. Discuss the importance of research skills in various aspects of life.
b. Introduce the steps of the research process.

1. c. Brainstorm common research questions and topics.

Finding Sources (2 class periods)
a. Teach students how to use the school library and online databases.
b. Discuss the differences between primary and secondary sources.
c. Practice finding relevant sources for sample research topics.

2. d. Group activity: Have students work in groups to find sources for a given topic.

Evaluating Sources (2 class periods)
a. Introduce criteria for evaluating the credibility of a source (relevance, authority, accuracy,
purpose, and currency).
b. Demonstrate how to apply the evaluation criteria using examples.

3. c. Group activity: Have students work in groups to evaluate sources for credibility.

Note-taking and Organizing Information (1 class period)
a. Teach students effective note-taking strategies (summarizing, paraphrasing, and quoting).
b. Demonstrate how to organize notes using an outline or graphic organizer.

4. c. Practice organizing information for a sample research topic.

Plagiarism and Citation (2 class periods)
a. Define plagiarism and explain its consequences.
b. Teach students how to properly paraphrase, quote, and cite sources using a specific citation
format (e.g., MLA, APA, or Chicago).

5. c. Practice citing sources for a sample research topic.

Group Research Project (4-5 class periods)
a. Assign students to groups and provide a list of research topics.
b. Each group will choose a topic and conduct research using the skills learned in class.



c. Groups will create a poster or presentation summarizing their research findings.

6. d. Groups will present their research projects to the class.

Assessment and Reflection (1 class period)
a. Use a rubric to evaluate group research projects.
b. Discuss the challenges and successes students experienced during the research process.

7. c. Reflect on ways to apply research skills in future academic and real-life situations.

Homework Assignments:

● Research journal: Throughout the unit, students will maintain a research journal, noting
their progress and reflecting on their research experiences.

● Independent research project: Students will choose a topic of personal interest and
complete a short research project, demonstrating their understanding of the research
process and the skills learned in class.


